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Teaching Children About God 
In The Home 


By MR. AND MRS. ELBERT C. COLE 


At the conclusion of the worship service, a three- 
year old youngster bounced into the church sanc- 
tuary ten steps ahead of his mother, declaring to 
everyone whom he met that he wanted to see God. 
The church nursery worker had told the little boy 
that his parents were in the sanctuary, worshiping 
God. His curiosity was aroused and he wanted to 
see for himself. Again, a little girl who had been 
told that God was everywhere was sincere in her 
question as to whether or not God were in her 
toothpaste. 


As adults, we hold two ideas about God which 
are contradictory to the child—the idea that “God 
is spirit” and the idea that “God is person.” 


A child does not think in abstract terms. When 
he thinks of kindness, he thinks of a kind person. 
When he thinks of beauty, he thinks of a beautiful 
flower. When he thinks of truth, he thinks of not 
telling stories or not pretending. Parents have the 
constant problem of making God near and real, and 
yet avoiding confusing the child. Brief answers 
should be given to him. Dr. Arnold Gesell reminds 
us that “if you try to tell him too much and too 
early, you are more likely to bewilder him.” 

Parents may use words to describe God which are 
constructive—words which have meaning for the 
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child. Love, justice, kindness, beauty, forgiveness, 
creation, are terms that men have used for genera- 
tions to make known what they mean by God. Some 
of these words have practically no meaning for a 
little child, but he will gradually come to under- 
stand them if they are made specific and concrete. 


Love and a sense of security are basic feelings of 
family life. The desire to be wanted and to “be- 
long” is the longing of every heart. When we teach 
our child that God is love we help him develop a 
warm friendly relationship to God. When the child 
makes mistakes he may depend upon forgiveness 
prompted by love. 


What are some of the specific ways that parents 
can teach their children about God? The following 
have proved successful in many instances: 


1. Through talking about God’s world 
*hrea Fy’ = % i \y 
war CfA? Js ) 
\ 


ms ea < \ w) 5 
ig ee a. Wy 
aes WA 7, OA SAN) 
_ i \ = \V, \] = rae DD 3 
—— SS wwe OD apa} ( 
How naturally parents can teach about God as 
creator by calling attention to the world about us. 
The child is constantly discovering new wonders: 
a beautiful flower, the sunset, falling snowflakes, a 
blade of grass, a beautiful kitten, or an exquisite 
work of art. As parents enjoy these things with 
their children, they can talk with them about the 
wonderful God who created it all. In the changing 
seasons and the recurring sun, moon and stars, the 
plan of God's universe is revealed. The child can 
see the eternal greatness of God in the orderliness of 
the universe. Reverence grows in a child as parents 
and teachers cultivate it, yet the awe in the heart of 
a child may be destroyed by impatience or by 
neglect. 


2. By helping the child develop faith in God 


Leading a child to love and trust persons is a pre- 
requisite in teaching reverence for God. Such love 
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and trust will support the child when unusual and 
unaccustomed things disturb him and upset his 
sense of security. Often a child is afraid of the dark, 
or of storms, or of noises in the night. He fears 
these because he cannot understand them, or be- 
cause he senses fears in the adults about him. The 
parents’ words and attitudes can help the child real- 
ize that God is with him under all conditions. A 
father takes his boy out on a porch to watch an 
electric storm and calmly explains how the lightning 
and the rain are a part of God’s plan to cool the 
atmosphere. By doing this the father is creating the 
foundation for later religious teaching. 
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3. As they meet sorrow and separation 


Children are quick to question the wisdom and 
power of God when some member of the family or 
a friend dies. Rosetta, age 7, comes home from 
playing and is told that her father has been killed in 
an automobile accident. Ten-year-old Joyce awakens 
one morning to learn that her mother died during 
the night. John, who is 14, comes home from school 
and finds a telegram which reads, “The war depart- 
ment regrets to inform .. .” that his brother had 
been killed in action. Tommy, age 4, darts across 
the street and is crippled for life. In all these cases 
children may wonder, “Why did God let this hap- 
pen?” Even adults often ask this question. 

Parents must teach their children that there are 
some things which God cannot choose to do. They 
may explain to their children that it is not God but 
the mistakes which men make which cause accidents. 
It is not the intention of God that his children shall 
suffer. Parents may interpret accidents in terms of 
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causes and explain to their children that God works 
according to his own laws. God has to limit himself, 
else the design and order of his universe would be 
reduced to unpredictable disorder. 


4. Through regular habits 


Physical and emotional health are important for 
the teaching of religion. Regularity in eating and 
sleeping should be interpreted to children as a part 
of God’s plan for orderliness in the world. When 
either a child or a parent is tired and irritable, a 
spirit of worship cannot be developed. 


5. By knowing great Christians 


The love of God may be interpreted by loving 
deeds of those who do his will. The great saints of 
the past and present should be familiar to everyone 
in a Christian home. Also, parents should help 
children to know friendly and noble Christians who 
are living today. As their good deeds and high 
thoughts are mentioned in normal conversations, 
children may see God at work in those who live 
close to him. It is through persons that children 
learn that God is wiser, better and more loving than 
anyone he knows. Both parents and grandparents 
who love God can by their own lives interpret God 
who is understanding, loving, and forgiving. 


6. Through the faith of parents 


The task of helping little children develop a be- 
lief in God is more difficult because one can only 
teach that which he believes. He who would teach 
his child about God as revealed by Jesus Christ must 
first know God. He must be able to speak of him 
naturally and frankly. He must try constantly to 
capture for himself the simplicity of the teachings 
of Jesus about God in order to make the will of God 
as real to the child as the happenings in his daily 
life. Then, and only then, will the child be able to 
live and walk with God. 


No parents, however, should try to impose on 
their children their own convictions about God. 
They will talk with him daily about God and Jesus, 
but the child must accept for himself what beliefs 
he can, according to his age and understanding. 


Many children discover that some persons do not 
believe that God exists. ‘They then come to their 
parents with doubts and questioning. In such in- 
stances parents may tell their children that they 
believe in God because of the evidences they find 
in life and because of the teachings of Jesus about 
God. It may be frankly admitted that God is always 
more than human mind can know or understand, 
but any parents who truly believe in God will so 
live that their children will recognize these beliefs 
in action. 


There will be times when parents cannot answer 
all of their children’s questions about God, and he 
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must say “I don't know, but I hope sometime to 
know.” If the child has confidence in the faith of 
his parents he will feel secure and grow in his own 
faith in God. 


Occasionally, parents neglect the religious train- 
ing of their child, claiming that he is too young 
or that they want him to choose his own religion. 
However, a child cannot postpone the development 
of his faith. He is continually either building up 
faith in God or faith in things. 
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